
Operation "Spring" 
An Historical TEWT - Royal Hamilton Light Infantry

The outline plan for Operation "Spring" issued by 2 Cdn Corps Headquarters on 23 July

required the 2 Cdn Inf Div to carry out a two phase operation beginning at 0330 hours on 25 July. 

The 5  Cdn Inf Bde was to capture in succession, May-sur-Orne and Fontenay-le-Marmion.  Theth

4  Cdn Inf Bde was to capture in succession Verrières village and Rocquancourt.  East of theth

Caen-Falaise highway 9 Cdn Inf Bde was to capture Tilly-la-Campagne and Garcelles.  The

Corps artillery fire plan, involving 2 Cdn, 3 Br and 8 Br AGRAs was determined by the Corps

CCRA Air support, by medium bombers and the fighter bombers of 83 Group Second Tactical

Air Force, was planned at Second British Army Headquarters.  The tactical air force promised,

weather permitting, "armed reconnaissance" over the battle area at first light on 25 July.  Corps

has decided to employ "artificial moonlight" across the front beginning at H-Hour and to carry

out Phase 2 at first light "with tank support".

Syndicates are required to prepare an operational order for the Royal Hamilton Light

Infantry.  The order, prepared in the format used in 1944, will begin with the "Intention"

paragraph which will simply repeat the Corps commanders words:

“4 Cdn Inf Bde will capture, in succession, Verrières and Rocquancourt.”

The brigade order must then detail the Method to be employed in carrying out both

phases of the operation. By July 1944 Operational Orders did not include administrative or

logistical arrangements other than locations and can be ignored in this exercise.



Information available to 4 Cdn Inf. Bde  -  23 July 44

Own Troops:

Two battalions are available, the Royal Regiment of Canada and the Royal Hamilton

Light Infantry.  The RRC suffered losses in combat at Louvigny on 19 July but have received

replacements.  The RHLI have not yet been committed to action.  Both battalions have lost their

COs.  Lieut-Col Denis Whitaker DSO, the RHLI, has been wounded.  The RRC CO has been

evacuated for battle exhaustion.  Lieut-Col John Rockingham, the former CO of the RHLI, who

is slated for promotion to Brigadier, has returned to command the RHLI and the 2iC Maj John

Anderson is in command of the RRC.  

Troops under command:

- two platoons Tor Scottish (MG) Vickers machine guns 

- two troops 17 pounder SP anti-tank guns (M10s)

- two sections 11 Cdn Fd Coy RCE

Armoured support:

- one squadron 6CAR (First Hussars)

Start line:

- Fusiliers Mont-Royal (6BDE) will clear start line, road, St. André-Hubert Folie

Artillery:

- two field regiments available.  FOOs with each company.

Mortars:

- battalion 3 inch mortars 

- Tor Scot 4 inch mortars, one platoon

7 Br Armd Div:

- 1st Royal Tank Regt will advance to the west, right of Verrières village at first

light 25 July. 

Enemy: 

Verrières village is held by infantry of 1SS Panzer Division.  Battlegroups of 1SS and 2nd

Panzer Division are in reserve.


